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	CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER

	CLASS  1                          AUTUMN TERM 2011
TOPIC TITLE:  Inventions and Invaders!
	TEACHERS: V Roberts & V Setchell 
TEACHING ASSISTANTS: J Thorp, S Johnson & N Annels 

	UNDERSTANDING ENGLISH, COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE:

Games and activities linked to phonic work; letter formation and pencil control; word recognition; speaking and listening skills; role play.  Oxford Reading Tree books and story tapes will be incorporated alongside a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, rhymes and poetry.

	MATHEMATICAL UNDERSTANDING: Games and activities linked to the recognition, formation and use of numbers to 5, then 10 and beyond.  Finding the total number of items in two groups by counting them all.  Saying the number that is one more/less than a given number.  Using positional and directional language, e.g. under, over, behind, in front of, backwards, forwards.  Observing and recognizing shapes and patterns in the environment.  Ordering objects by length, height or weight.  Using language related to the passing of time and sequencing days of the week.

	SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL UNDERSTAN DING:

Exploring robots, machines and inventions.  Space travel and the planets.
Designing and building machines.  Investigating ways of joining materials together.  

Mouse control and keyboard skills using word processing, graphics and modeling programs.  Use of the digital camera to record their own achievements and to support their learning.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

Belonging to our class/family; recognizing own feelings, behaviours and actions; developing awareness of right and wrong; participating in Collective Worship appropriately; harvest and Christmas celebrations.

HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL & SOCIAL UNDERSTANDING:

The history of Space Travel and key figures in space exploration.  Famous inventors from the past.
Developing understanding of maps and plans.

UNDERSTANDING THE ARTS:
Clay, dough, printing, painting and collage.  Naming and mixing colours.  Using the senses and describing texture.  Topic songs and rhymes, and using percussion instruments.  Sound patterns and matching movements to music.  Composition and performance.
UNDERSTANDING PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & WELLBEING:

Establishing new friendships.  Understanding class routines, school rules and behaviour systems.  Sharing, co-operating and being helpful.  Care and respect for the environment and for living things.

Dressing and self care skills.  Gross motor-using large equipment, wheeled toys; circle games, dance.  Fine motor – using scissors, manipulating malleable materials. Inside and outside safety.
	THINGS YOU CAN DO AT HOME TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING:

DAILY ROUTINES:

Please teach the children to:

· Take their coat on and off, and do it up

· Be independent in going to the toilet and washing hands afterwards

· Undress and dress themselves

· Be confident in holding a knife and fork, and in eating in an acceptable manner

SOCIAL SKILLS:

· Eye contact – make sure they look at you when you speak, stop what they’re doing and listen to you

· Play games involving turn taking

· Share things fairly with the family and not be possessive or get their own way 

· Respect other people’s views and decisions

READING: It is important to read with your child every day and to share books with them.  Always say the sound of the letter and never the name.  Discuss the story.  
WRITING:  

· Holding a pencil correctly

· Writing their name in our school handwriting-not capital letters
· A copy of the school handwriting script and sentences to help letter formation is attached
NUMBERS:

· Practical number rhymes

· Laying the table for family members

· Unpacking the shopping bag and looking at the shape and size of packages

· Unloading the washing machine-sorting pairs, discussing colours, making patterns with socks!
Please note: Regular Phonics/Spellings activities will be sent home as the term progresses.

	VISITS AND TRIPS:

· Welly walks around the school and surrounding area

· Visits to St Faith’s for school events, e.g. Harvest, Christmas
· Watermill Theatre ‘Wind in the Willows’
	RESOURCES WE NEED:
· Items for our role play area (dressing up clothes/old telephone/notebooks etc)

· Unwanted diaries/notebooks/post-its/stickers/etc that could be used for our writing area
· Unusual/interesting objects and materials to use for collage

We also have a large collection box in the sand/water area of Class 1 for junk modeling so please donate any interesting boxes, bottles etc!   

	AND ESSENTIAL  . . .
Please ensure: 

· All children have a PE kit including an art apron and a pair of wellies in school at all times
· All clothing is clearly labeled 

· A bookbag is brought to school daily-attaching an easily identifiable keyring helps the children find their bag easily!

· You inform us of any changes in travel arrangements or contact numbers
So that all children in Class 1 have constant access to the outside area, in line with good practice guidance for Early Years settings, it is essential that they have a waterproof coat and wellies in school at all times.  It would also be very useful if they had waterproof trousers as this will enable them to experience the outside environment in all weathers!



	We are always happy to give help and advice, so please do not hesitate to contact us.


